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The Backward Design Process and

differentiated Instruction

On September 25 and 26th participants in the
Differentiated Instruction session worked on
developing a unit of study using the backward
design process. Participants had preselected a con-
tent area of their choice and brought the relevant
materials to the two day session.

The first day began with identifying the overall and
specific expectations for the unit. Teachers then
engaged in the process of developing the essential
questions for their unit. These question s are meant
to encourage student inquiry and address the big
ideas of the unit. Once the essential questions are
developed teachers have a clear picture of where the
unit needs to go and what the essential understand-
ings for students should be. All assessments (pre k

assessments, formative, and summative) were

planned after the essential questions. Wow what a day! Great work was accomplished!

September 26th which was day two of the differentiated session was a continuation of the unit
planning. This is when teachers selected activities that addressed the big ideas of the unit as
identified in the curriculum expectations. It is in the planning of the individual learning experi-
ences and the assessments that the needs of the learners and the student/class profiles are to be
reviewed and considered. This is where the planning for differentiated instruction takes place.
Karen Hume provided participants with opportunities to reflect on instructional practice and
engage in meaningful dialogue around student learning.

Macbook writing project to begin at
holy savior Catholic School .

MacBooks have arrived at Holy Saviour, and will be integrated into the grade 7/8 instructional
program to engage students in learning and assist them with meeting curriculum expectations.
Writing baselines will be established and student achievement data collected over the months
of October 2008 -June 2009. Training for staff and students will be provided by an Apple
teaching representative and ongoing support will be made available through Kim Asmussen
(S.A.T) who has extensive knowledge and experience with classroom implementation of this
resource. The MacBooks have been funded through the Student Success Program with the
approval of the director Mrs. Barbara Spadoni.
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Participants took advantage of the opportunity to plan an instructional unit of study in the content area of their choice. Un its
were designed using the backward design process and integrating differentiated instructional and assessment strategies.
Teachers shared best practice and strategies across subject areas and between schools. The input and support provided by
Karen Hume was beneficial and very much appreciated.

School -based goal setting for student success

Schoolbased Student Success teams have been busy setting goals to meet the needs of
their students. The goal setting process involves creating student profiles, identifying
VWXGHQW OHDUQLQJ VW\OHV QHHGVY DQG LQWHUHWBKY DQG WUDFNLQJ VWXGHQWYV FR
To date, the goals submitted to the student success leader have been supported by evi-
dence such as DRA, EQAO, and areas of need as identified by school staff . It has been a
positive experience to review these goals as they demonstrate an alignment between
school, board and provincial initiatives. Thankyou to school student success teams for the
time and effort you have dedicated to this activity during a very busy and demanding time
of year! The feedback provided will inform the Board Action Plan for Student Success and
assist with planning and supporting professional development opportunities and resources
for schools.




